
     In 1833 Margaret Scroggs became the wife of William
F. McCandlass, a carpenter. They had six children:
Matilda, Elizabeth, Anna, Margaretta, William A. and
Wilson.
     Matilda wed Edward Worthington, the son of a wealthy
physician of Rushville, Illinois. Mr. McCandlass took
Worthington into partnership in a lumber business, but
inexperience and hard times involved the firm in debt, and
upon the latter's death there was small means of support
for his young wife and one daughter.
     Two daughters of Mrs. Margaret (Scroggs) McCandlass
died in young womanhood, Elizabeth in 1833 and Anna
Paxton in 1848, at Macomb, Illinois.
     Margaretta, the youngest daughter, like the others was
very well educated during the years of her father's
prosperity at Macomb, and became the wife of James
Welch, then a clerk in that town. He removed to
Washington, Kansas, and was making a business success.
After the death of Mr. Worthington, Mrs. McCandlass died,
thereupon Mr. McCandlass and "Tillie" and her child
removed to Kansas. Mr. Welch now made a banking
investment in which he lost all he had and a large part of
the scant means of Matilda and her father. The capacity of
Mr. Welch for business was unquestioned. With the help of
friends he started a hardware business in Bloomington,
Illinois, both families having removed thither, and there
Mr. McCandlass died of apoplexy. Mr. Welch lost again,
through an unreliable partner. He later, with his wife and
two sons, resided in Quincy, Illinois, where he did well.
"Tillie" Worthington and her daughter, who was married,
removed to Norfolk, Virginia.
     There were two sons in the McCandlass family. Wilson,
who wed Mary Lawson, of Macomb, Illinois. He undertook
the care of a farm which his father owned near the town of
Bardolph, Illinois, but at the outbreak of the Civil War he
enlisted with his uncle Allan McCandlass in the 89th
Illinois Infantry. They fought together through many 



battles until at Chickamauga his uncle was killed. Wilson
recovered the body and remained in the darkness to bury
it and succeeded in rejoining his regiment. He returned
from the war wounded and crippled with disease. He
removed to Hutchison, Reno County, Kansas, secured a
large tract of land and began cattle raising, but it was not
a paying enterprise. He was elected County Treasurer and
was succeeded in office by his nephew, Wilson McCandlass,
and continued as his nephew's deputy until he was
appointed postmaster of the town. As late as 1904 there
were two of his children living: a daughter, married; and a
son who lived about ten miles from Hutchison, Kansas.
     Dr. William A. McCandlass was the youngest of the
McCandlass family. He was a very successful physician in
St. Louis, Missouri. He was surgeon in the Alexian
Hospital, and Professor of Surgery in the Beaumont
Medical College. His practice was large and his standing
professionally and socially was high. He had an
accomplished wife and an interesting family.


